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December—the final month of a weird, woeful, wacky year, with some
wonder thrown in. While the months plodded on, we adapted and
coped. The pandemic necessitated items and terms new to us: masks,
social distancing, Zoom, the curve, face shields. It also brought new
hobbies—gardening, sewing masks, knitting crafting, building, baking.
Beyond that, we found time for renewing old enthusiasms: writing,
reading, and completing jigsaw puzzles. It hasn't been easy, but
positives blossomed as well; special shopping hours for those of us of a
certain age, a renewal of helping others with tasks or to shop, sharing
homemade baked goods, a consciousness about societal fairness, and a
new beginning with a veteran president who already knows the ropes.
 
And, it's the holiday season. As with the other celebrations this year,
this "so 2020 year," will be different, but we will make it work, and let
us pray and envision and hope that by this time next year, life will be
back to normal. Wishing all of the Twin Cities Villagers a blessed, safe
holiday, filled with joy and love and light.
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Sharing December with Christmas and Hanukkah is the African
American festival of Kwanzaa.
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For more gift ideas:

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteer:     Andrea Dyer
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Thank you for giving your time and energy to our village!

LOCAL VILLAGE EVENTS (open to all, unless noted)

All the events below are offered on Zoom. If you are not yet comfortable
with Zooming, we can provide one-on-one help. Just let the office know
you would like a volunteer to work with you. info@marinvillages.org or
(415) 457-4633.

Food & Drink

Men’s Coffee Group
Wednesdays, December 3 & 17, 11:00am
 
Join the group for informal and free-ranging discussions with no
agenda, including current events, respective activities, health issues, or
whatever lands on the table. Men from other local villages beyond Twin
Cities are invited to participate. Check with Alan Hayakawa,
alan.hayakawa@gmail.com for information, and watch for the Zoom
link.
 

Sip and Chat
Tuesday, December 15, 4:30 – 5:30pm (new time better suited to a
happy hour)
 
Last month we celebrated our fourth anniversary at the Sip and Chat,
with lively conversation and games and prizes. The word-scramble
maestra was Diane Castro, and the draw-the-name-from-a-hat gift
baskets from Trader Joe's (painstakingly curated by Mary Wood, who no
doubt had to taste-test the chocolate prior to selecting) went to
Caroline Silverman and Sandra Massen. So, for December's festivities,
do you still have a Christmas sweater, ugly or lovely? They're quite
trendy now, you know. Put it on, mix up some eggnog and get
comfortable, click the link, and Zoom in! Catch up with Village friends
again, tell stories, and talk. It’s fun to chat with others and actually to
have a holiday party on our calendar. An email will be sent to all
Villagers before the event with the Zoom link.

 
As the new year begins, the curve flattens, and the tiers open, we will
let you know what will be available to members from our volunteers at
TCV.
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MARIN VILLAGES EVENTS

Meet the Marin Villages Board
Thursday, December 17, 4:00pm
 
Come meet the board of directors of Marin Villages. Can you name
them all? A fun opportunity to hear what they love about Marin Villages,
and what they are up to when not in board meetings or otherwise
volunteering for us! RSVP to the office to receive the Zoom link. (415)
457-4633 or info@marinvillages.org
 

Not Home Alone--Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and New Year's Eve
Thursday, December 24; Friday, December 25; and Thursday, December
31, 4:00pm
 
Not looking forward to spending the holidays alone? Join Donnalee
Wells on Zoom and celebrate the holiday with fellow Villagers. You are
encouraged to have something to eat with the group to celebrate with
others. Always fun and good conversation. A movie to follow will also
be suggested. RSVP to Marin Villages at info@marinvillages.org to
receive the Zoom link.
 
Take a second look at the "Things to Do" part of your Marin Villages
newsletter. You will find many interesting suggestions for films, books,
concerts, events, and activities that are available. As events and
openings become more plentiful, you will find some new ideas.
 

Also, check out other websites:
Library (marinlibrary.org)
Buck Center informational lectures and events
(buckinstitute.org/events),
Age Friendly Corte Madera (agefriendlycortemadera.com), and the
Parks and Recreation departments of our sister cities.
There is truly so much available to participate in, and now that you have
the time, jump in; virtually, of course!

BITS AND PIECES
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AND MORE...

Birthday greetings to Birte Hansen on December 30!
 
If you haven't yet seen the film "My Octopus Teacher," do your heart a
favor. It teaches about magnificent beings, and warms viewers to the
core. Perfect film for the season.

HELP US HELP OTHERS

For more than two decades the belief that it takes a village to raise a
child has become embedded in our culture. Not as embedded but
equally important is the village it takes to provide a comfortable,
nurturing, and safe environment for people as they age. You can help.
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We need more caring volunteers to be part of this thriving nationwide
movement, a movement that’s dedicated to strengthening bonds
between generations and building strong, vibrant communities that
provide continuity to all ages.

Marin Villages is looking for volunteers to provide a variety of support
to older adults. Our goal is to match skills from volunteers with the
needs of members. Volunteers sign up for visits that fit their life and
lifestyle, but we ask for a commitment of two assignments a month.

If you know someone who is interested in volunteering, could use our
services, or would like to donate to an organization serving older adults
in Marin, please have them call the office at (415) 457-4633, or visit
our website (www.marinvillages.org) for application forms and online
donations.
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